The relative susceptibility ofthe heartwood ( 
Introduction
As Sri Lank;. is a tropical country. loss of wood due to insect attack is relatively high. A subterranean termite, Odontotermes redemanni, the powder-post beetle, Heterobostrychus brunneus, and the longhorn beetle. Batocera rubus, are known to be major wood destroying insects here (De Silva and Amarasckara, 1996) . Of these three insects, the termite is an important pest and it is difficult to find timber species completely immune to its attack. It works inside tile timber along the grain, eating out large galleries or runways. The powderpost beetle is also an active and destructive pest; it attacks logs. sawn timber. furniture and buildings. The larvae of the longhorn beetle do serious damage by tunnelling in the heartwood of logs after felling; it is a serious pest in the Moratuwa area. This paper records an attempt to study the attack of these three insects, and to rank the timber species tested according to loss of weight when attacked.
Materials and methods
Insects of the three species mentioned above were collected from infected timber in the . 
Attack by subterranean termites in the field
Graveyard tests were carried out at the field centre of the University of Sri Jayewardenepura and in a home garden in Udanunita in the wet zone, for a period of SLX months. The plot size was 8 x 3.5 feet (2.44 x 1.07 m). One foot depth (30 em) of soil was removed and replaced by mould from termites (of the same species), tamped dO\\11firmly. Stakes of 50 x 5 x 2.5 em, of the heartwood of each species, were oven dried at 105°C and put in position ( Figure  I ). The site was watered in tile early stages to help in tile formation of colonies (Eaton and Hale. 1993; Gay et al 1957) . TIle percentage weight losses were recorded as:
Where: 
Attack of 'powder-post beetle
A similar technique was used for the powder-post beetle, except that instead of wafers, wooden cubes of heartwood, 2.5 x 2.5 x 2.5 cm., were used. The jars were bigger, 500 ml, and instead of soil, each contained 75 g of sawdust from the same timber species as the cube. Ten beetles were placed in each jar (Figure 3 ). Weight losses were recorded as for the termites (Eaton and Hale, 1993) .
Attack of longhorn beetle
Freshly cut short logs, two samples from each species, 30 ern in diameter and 30 em in length, were used for this test. Tualang was not included, as no fresh logs were available. The test pieces were soaked in water for a week. Three holes (1.5 cm in diameter and 7.5 em in length) were drilled into each of them., one from bark to pith, one through the sapwood, and one into the heartwood (Figure 4 ). The logs were kept wet by covering them with constantly wetted filter paper. Longhorn beetle larvae (about 7.5 cm in length) were put in the holes, and left for one month. The weight losses were recorded.
De Silva and Amarasekera
For all the experiments, observations were made on Ole mortality of Ole insects. The data on weight loss and mortality were analysed by ANOV A and Tukey's multiple comparison test. 
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Results and discussion
In the graveyard test. the greatest weight loss was observed in rubber, and the second greatest in pine. indicating non-durability when exposed to subterranean termites (Table I) , The weight loss in teak was negligible, confirming its high natural durability, In the laboratory test. termites fed on all species. but the weight losses were small « I0'%) for jak, tualang.
teak. and eucalypts. Rubber was highly susceptible to termite attack in the laboratory. as in the graveyard test (Table 2) Results for the powder-post beetle were different from those for tcnuitcs. It did not feed on tualaug. eucalypts, jak. or teak. Also. 011 these species. no insects survived (Table :I) mahogany. all the other hand. was highly susceptible to powder-post beetle. and all the insects survived all this species, Higher susccptibilitv of mahogauy has been attributed to high starch content (Hashim and Hussein. I,)X I)
For the longhorn beetle. the greatest weigh: loss was observed ill jak (Table 4) , Pine.
eucalypt. iuahoganv. and rubber were oulv lightly attacked, All the introduced larvae died on all these wood species, Teak was only moderately attacked, Annual Forestry Symposium, 1995
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Conclusions and rccommcndations
The timbers were ranked according to their resistance to auack (Table 5) . Eucalypt was ranked number one. followed by teak and jak Durability rating for teak has become less than cucalvptus because teak was more susceptible to longhorn beetle attack. Eucalypt. teak and jak were the IIIOst resistance species to insect attack (Table 5 ). These three are recommended for use in construction. exterior Joinery. and furniture. Resistance of pine. lunumiddclla. and mahogany was lower than those three species. Rubber was ranked as number seven. It is recommended for use only after preservative treatment.
